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Dear Friends,

Rail Transport

The British and lécal success slory which your firm seems to be
is only marred in my estimation by the form of transport, for which
you cannot in all homesty be blemed. Nothing, sadly, exempli
Lhe decline of rail [reight than when a huge, modern factory opens
beside a line of railway and yet none of the raw materials are
received and none of the finished products are forwarded by train.

es more

Interested and concerned people oflen ask me why this is the
case, as if T should know Lhe answer. Tn my years with B.R. 1 may
done; now T can only quess.

1t was no accident that
Frank Candy sited his Great
Western tile works at what
was then the newly-opened
Cuudleiyh Road Stalivn. The
railway was the new means
transport; commerce and
industry scldom set up very
far from the network, which
was itself still expanding.
Locating next to the railway
continued well into mogdern
times: Geest’s depot at Heathfiold Station in |
Healhlicld opened in 1963, ik RS G

With a new operation such as yours, the railway would most
certainly have been involved at a very carly stage. Tn other
ituations, such as the Lakeover of existing premises or a change of
function, a representative would before very long have called, anxious
to secure all classes of traffic to rail; remember that the passenger
station would also have been of service to staff and visitors, and for
parcels and small goods.

Nowadays, T do not know what
goes on. Judging by Lhe entry in the
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Pages and th of freight trains
d say that the operators have as good as abandoned Lhe WestL
ountry and all those who were schooled in running a general purpose
railway have been losL anyway.

oL

Even without an approach from a hungry a
find it hard to believe Lhal a young, d
Like yours has mot at some time made enquiries of Lhe railway, if only
for the transport of heavy raw mater From ., 1 would say
that you fell at the first hurdle; those marked “Section Fight Grant”
(Transport Act, 1974, for and loading facilities), “Rates and

o5, ” “Level of Service,” ¢ a long way off.

d persistent salesman, 1

wamic, innovative firm
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With the loss of all its the future of the remaind
the Morctonhampstead Branch be in jeopardy. It is still
“maintained” but therc has b of f ure. When Wi
Central Look over most of British Rail’s freight business at
ization, T hoped that freighl-only branches would be wrested
ailtrack and fashion, with le: rigid
standards and morc
responsive  methods.
With enough revived
traffi
more

nal

sonsin

denationa
from

from seve
loading po
on the 4% mile line, a diesel locomotive
the sorl today seen cluttering pres
conld h serviced the branch and
made conncctions with main line trains at
Newton Abbot.

¥or a while, the Americans did look as if
they would Lorce some welcome change and arrest
e decline, but all their aspiralions soon
died. And, in 1996, just as Heathficld appearcd
L Plan as the favoured site for a new station

B.R. Propert ecuting its remit from
of all disused land, sold off Lhe station yard
ley Branch formalion.

and part of

Many are content Lo beliove that the supremacy of road transport
come aboul as an chsolete system
way Lo the new, a convenient
view and one all Loo often supportad
the inability of British railws
modernize. But this belies the
rmance and ef ficiency Lhat
achieved when the political
111 and drive is applicd to railwa
fevelopment.

door to you, at what
vas  then E.C Ball Cla T
romember when clay was gent Lo Lhe ¥
in 12-ton shected wagons Ssen rere st 190 e
hich were limited to 15 m.p.h. I G Hre e e
he early 19805, a heavily subsidised conveyor facility wa

(also al Newlen Abbot Clays, W.B.B.) to cnsble the loading of bottom—
4igcharge hopper wagons which could carry 60 tons and run at 60 map.hs
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grow, I wonder if you fecl able to divilge whether your firm would
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Also, as son

cone with an engineering bent, fascinat by
manufacturing processes, T wonder L[ you run occasional Lours of the
At Ehat severs] dhamns e ld S odn





